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Some composition icleas never (leve[op into much more tlmn a {ew hars o( music, an({ w:h was tlw case [or many years with t}w opening  to
Dream Dance. I [uz[{evel started it aroun(l 1997, an(l, try asl might/ I cou[(‘[ not swem to (incl anyt}u'ng satistactory to tal(e it much L)eyoncl t}w 30-
second marl</ tlw point W}lere it ta!(es an unexpecte({ (to me, at least) [oray into a minimalist (eeL 1 t]’linl< t}le L‘»asic prouem was that l Cliclnvt
un({zrstancl wl1y a piece wou[cl open the way ancl tlwn suc{clzn[y clzcicle its a minima[ist piece. Whem,s tlw logic in tlmt?

In tlle summer oi 20071 lm(l a suclc{en atta:l< o{ stu&)omness anc{ cle:ic[e({ to get into a _]acohean wrest[ing mat:}] with the opening, inten(l\'ng
to [inish it no matter W}lat (Wl‘tll(n reason, O[ course; 1 clidn’t want to enc‘[ up Witl’l a ({islocatecl llip, as Jacol} Cli(D; it just szzmed a sllame to waste
wlwt sume({ to me lil@ a 300(1 opening i({ea [or a piece, an(l l thought I coulcl perlmps turn it into a short—ish (perlmps 3 minutes?) worl</ ancl Lx
(lone With it.

As music olten does | was surprised at how dilficult it was to take this in a direction with which | could be satidied, and | ended up
struggling with it {or al)out 5 months until I was (inauy (!on& Thz I<ey in moving torwarcl [or me was in accepting that tlm t}wze :Imnges in moo&
tlmt oceur in the tirst 30 secon({s might actuau\/ L)e a Soocl thing it I were to p[ay Witl’l t}w {Aca ot a stylistic hoc‘[gepoclge throughout tl\e
composition, so that is what | did. There s actually a term for this — "polystylism,” which, as the title suggests relers to the use of multiple styles or
tz:hniques o{ music, an({ it is associatzcl with the music o( Al[rzcl Sclmittl« an({ othzr&

AU o[ WlIiCl] 5tiu Aoesnt expL\in Why it tool< me anotller 56 montlls to tinisll the Worl</ [ﬁut it may }mv«z L»een L)zcauszz it was a new clirect{on

[or me, aﬂ(‘l countless re-writes and e(‘ll’ts tool< p[a;e,

A (ew 1eatures tlmt may L)e ot interest:

— There is almost constant 16th-note motion from beginning to end, bringing to mind the invariable motor rhythms found in many baroque fast
movements

— It plays With tonal{ty — I guess you cou[cl cau it WNCW Tonalit\/n — in a way tllat is unortl\otlox anc{ otten qm’rl<y, lt opens in D major, [or
example then suddenly jumps to an ambiguous key that may or may not be I minor (which would be a double-chromatic mediant relationship
with D), then quicuy moves to DL) major [or a kar be{orz s[ipping [:Ja:l< into F minor again, au within t}w {irst 30 se:on(!s.

— Tlm [e{t 1mn({ otten lms to p[ay in tlm mi(l(”e o{ tllc n’gllt lmnc{‘s notes; the llancls are [iterau\/ n’ght on top o{ one anot}wr at times
requiring tremendous gymnastic hand choreography on the part of the pianiss

— It is extremely (M[icult to p[ay/ clzspitz t}w simp[l’:l’ty o{ tlw opening

-I mentionecl t[mt it is a sty[ist{c ho&gepodge/ evoldng at various times ml'nima[ism/ Hay(‘[w Ba:l]/ C’ersl\w{n/ Scott Joplin (at t}w very encD/
and maybe others as well

Dream Dance was premierec[ on F e[ﬁruar\/ 9, 2008 (‘luring tlle Newtoun(‘[ /\Ausic F estiva[ in Stt Jo}m's/ ina ﬂaw[ess pertormance L)\/ my {rien({

aﬂ(‘l coueague, Kristina Szutor.

Clark Window Ross’s compositions have been performed in England, Ireland, the United States and across Canada by some d
Canaclays tinest musicians sznsemues/ an(l or:hestras, He was Composer—in—Resiclence at Ire[ﬂnclvs \X/atzr[orcl New Musi: Week in 2003 ancl has
won YOunS Composer‘s /A\warrls in national competitions l)y tlhz Winnipeg Symphony Or:}wstra and tlle Hamilton P h\‘U’larmonic Orcllestm,
He has also received over 20 commission grants from various funding agencies including the Canada Council, the CBC, and the Newloundland
an(l Lalora(lor Arts Counc(L ClarL is t}lé [oun(ler an(l A\rtistic Director ot the New{ounc{ /\Ausic Festl’vaL }1@[({ every Fe‘:)ruary in St John‘s/
ancl was a [oun({ing meml)zr ancl later Presiclent ot Continuum, tlle Tor011to~lwaseA new-music group. He serves on tlm national executive ot l)otl’l tlw
CanaAmn League o[ Composers ancl t}w CanaAmn Musi: Centre.

Bom in /\Aamcaiho, \/enezuela/ CL\rk was ml’se(l there an(l in Camcas (\/enezuela)/ Ll’ma (Pem)/ Lennoxviue (Quebec), New YOrk
Cit\/, Fort Lee (Nevv Jerszy)/ Brussels (legium/ anc{ Toronto/ wherz l’m atten(‘lerl university. Lipon receiving a MugDog (composition) clegree 1rom
tlw University o[ Toronto in 1992, he [)egan WorLinS at Memorial Universityvs Sctloo[ o[ Musi:/ Wlizre he is currenlly an Asso:iate Pro[essor,
teaching composition, or:]wstmtl’on/ t}nory/ e[e:trom\: music, anc{ :[assi:a[ guitar. He was awar(lecl /\Aemoria[ le’versity’s Pmsi(lentvs Awar(l {or
Outstan({ing stearch (1999) in recognition ot l’lis extensive compositional activities. He is marrizcl to Dr. Jenni{er P orter (pro{essor oi Rzligious

Slu({izs/ Memoria[ Llniversity) anc{ tlas threz cllilc{ren (Alexanc{er, (B ‘2004), /A\n(lrew (L 2001), an({ Julia (l) 1990) His interests outsic{z o[ [ami[\/

an(l music inclucle kasel)a”/ cats, COOL{{]S/ et}mi: toocl/ rzading, writing short stories, an(l lu’ldng
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